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Class Title: AP Comparative Government & AP US Government 
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Materials needed: Summer Assignment Packet and internet access; a 
notebook. 
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AP Comparative Government and Politics and AP US Government 

Introduction:   

Welcome to AP CGP and AP US Government. This course provides an excellent introduction to the 
different ways countries around the world organize their political systems, governments, economies, 
and societies. The field of comparative politics is a sub-branch of political science. As such, it has its own 
unique vocabulary that is used in comparing countries. The AP CGP course looks specifically at 6 states: 
Britain/European Union, Russia, China, Mexico, Iran, and Nigeria. In addition, we will study how the 
United States compares to each of the case study countries. 

 

Summer Assignment: 

There are four parts to your summer assignment. Each portion is detailed below.  

• Prepare a Class Notebook (which you will bring to class daily): 
o You can use a binder or spiral notebook. 
o Size of notebook/binder should be at least 8 inches x 11 inches. 
o Evenly divide your Notebook into tabbed sections.  Devote about 25% of the pages to a 

General Concept section; divide the remaining pages equally for each of the 6 case 
studies plus a section for the United States. Of course, if you choose to use a binder, you 
will be able to add paper as needed. 

• Memorize 10 Key Concept definitions: See list of key concepts and definitions below and be 
prepared for a short quiz over the definitions on the first day of class. 

• Be able to locate each of the Comparative Government case study countries and its capital city 
on a world map. Be prepared for a very brief map quiz on the first day of class. 

• Based on a current news story from one of the below reliable sources, write a first entry in your 
Notebook/binder for each of the 6 Comparative Government case study countries Britain/EU, 
Russia, China, Mexico, Iran, and Nigeria. See attached sample of an entry based on a newspaper 
article from the New York Times. 

o Possible sources:  
 Newspapers: Spokesman-Review, New York Times, Washington Post, Wall Street 

Journal, Seattle Times, The Economist, The Guardian, other? 

 

Due Date: First day of class. This assignment (and terms/map quiz) will constitute your first graded 
assignment of the fall term. 

If you need assistance: Please feel free to email me with questions any time throughout the summer at 
jonathank@spokaneschools.org  or stop by room N303 the week before school starts back up. 

 

—over— 
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10 Term Definitions: 

1. Civil society: The various organizations and activities engaged in by people of a country that 
occur beyond the reach of the government. People are able to express their interests and define 
themselves through the groups they join and activities they engage in.  Environmental groups 
like the Sierra Club as well as service organizations such as the Shriners are part of civil society in 
the US. 

2. Sovereignty: The supreme power or authority within a country. For example, in the US 
sovereignty resides with the people, expressed through the Constitution. In China, sovereignty 
resides with the Communist Party. 

3. Political legitimacy: The right to rule, as determined by a state’s citizens. A government will not 
survive for very long without support of its citizens. 

4. Competitive elections: Free and fair democratic elections between at least 2 candidates for 
office where the outcome isn’t rigged, prearranged or manipulated. 

5. Command economy: An economic system where the government owns and/or controls and 
directs most economic activity. Communist governments in the past, for example, utilized this 
system. 

6. Market economy: An economic system where most economic decisions are determined by 
private individuals and privately-owned corporations based on their ability to make a profit 
producing goods and services of their choice. The US, Britain, and Mexico use market 
economies. 

7. Transparency: The degree to which decisions made by a government are open and visible to 
citizens. 

8. Unitary system of government: Where sovereignty is held entirely by a central government. The 
central government may devolve (or distribute) power to sub-units such as states or territories 
but always has the right to take the power back. The British government is unitary. 

9. Federal system of government: Where sovereignty is shared between the central government 
and sub-units like states and regions. The specific powers held by the central government and 
sub-units are permanent, usually spelled out in a constitution. The US uses a federal system. 

10. Supranational organization: When two or more nations integrate (pool their sovereignty) to 
gain a mutual benefit; but to do so members must give up a portion of their sovereignty (power, 
control) to the organization. The European Union is an example, as is the NAFTA agreement 
between the U.S., Mexico, and Canada. 
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A Land China Loves and Hates 
 
Murong Xuecun OCT. 13, 2015 
New York Times 
 

HONG KONG — On the 10th anniversary of the Sept. 11 attacks, a major 
Chinese television network broadcast a documentary that investigated how 
Chinese people viewed not only those pivotal events but America itself. One 
man, referring to the slaughter of thousands of Americans, declared, “What a 
beautiful job!” Another said, “They should give America more of the same.” 
And a student standing in Tiananmen Square said he approved of the attacks 
because the United States was a bully and a hegemon. 

Later in the film, the young man in Tiananmen Square went on to describe 
his plans for the future. He said that he loved America and that he was about 
to go there to study. “If I don’t have to come back, then I won’t,” he said. 

The Chinese view of America hasn’t changed since this aired four years ago. 

On Sept. 3, President Xi Jinping orchestrated an extravagant military 
parade in Beijing. An acquaintance from my schooldays was so excited by the 
spectacle — the disciplined troop formations, the advanced equipment — that 
he wrote in a post on WeChat that he could hardly sleep that night. He added 
that his friends should “guard against America” because “American 
imperialism still wants to destroy us.” 

Only a few months earlier, this same man had taken his daughter on a trip to 
Boston, where he reported enthusiastically on social media about visiting 
Harvard University and eating a huge lobster. He also pledged to send his 
daughter to America. “We should help our next generation live in a place 
without pollution, without recycled cooking oil and poisoned milk powder,” 
he wrote. 

The young man in Tiananmen Square and my former schoolmate are hardly 
alone in holding contrasting, schizophrenic views of America. For many 
Chinese people, the depth of their admiration for the American system and 
way of life is matched only by their animosity toward the country. 

According to a Pew Research Center survey released earlier this year, only 44 
percent of Chinese people have a favorable view of America — the 33rd lowest 
approval rating out of 40 countries surveyed, and far lower than the 84 
percent reported for South Korea and the 68 percent for Japan. 

The Chinese hostility to America is first and foremost the result of 
government propaganda. Because of censorship, many people lack a basic 
understanding of life outside China. And although in the past few decades the 
Chinese government has been careful to avoid a real clash with America, 
Beijing’s domestic propaganda has never ceased presenting it as the enemy. 
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Stir in 60 years of uninterrupted anti-American schooling, and it is hardly 
surprising that one result is an irrational hostility toward the United States. 

Another Chinese documentary, “Silent Contest,” from 2013, highlighted one 
of the major reasons for castigating America as the eternal enemy. In the film, 
it was said that America’s key strategic objective is to “dominate” and “break 
up” China. You hear a lot of this kind of talk from Chinese officials. Like most 
despotic governments, the Chinese leadership likes to play the part of 
defender of the people — a role that necessitates the existence of a powerful 
external enemy. A “strong and hostile” America is an important source of the 
legitimacy for Communist Party rule. 

But in our globalized age, where there are myriad, multilayered interactions 
between countries, it is impossible for our government to fully stop people 
from seeking to research, study and understand the United States. 

American films, TV shows and products, and many other aspects of American 
culture remain influential in everyday Chinese life. On the Internet, Chinese 
netizens loudly praise America’s system of government and spontaneously 
rally to America’s defense in global affairs. Some people like to compare 
America and Russia — in recent years Beijing has been cozying up to Moscow 
— and analyze the behavior of the two countries toward China, wondering 
aloud if we have chosen the right friend. 

Many of the same people who are suspicious of America’s intentions are the 
ones who harbor the most fervent hopes of going to live there. In everyday 
conversation these people might be ashamed of China’s human rights record 
and our political situation, or they may talk about how they want to buy an 
apartment in New York to find a secure place for their money, but when a 
foreign government or organization (from no matter what country) criticizes 
the Chinese system, they become defensive. In the case of the United States, 
they will often fire off a list of America’s failings, such as racism and gun 
violence. 

A mixed view of extremes about America is not uncommon around the world, 
but what makes it so striking here is that many Chinese government officials 
and elites seem to hold these contrasting views. 

Like the young man in the documentary in Tiananmen Square, the children of 
many high officials go to America to study, to settle down, to invest in 
property. For years, the children and grandchildren of the Communist Party 
elite have been attending America’s top universities. Perhaps most famously, 
President Xi Jinping’s daughter enrolled at Harvard in 2010. 

Many Chinese people can’t help but notice that the elites have no problem 
taking advantage of what America has to offer, but when they’re preaching to 
the public, they seem to have another view. 

Government leaders can’t be relied on to deliver better bilateral relationships, 
especially not the Chinese government. But it’s encouraging that, in the 
shadow of censorship, some ordinary Chinese people are opening their eyes 
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and looking more realistically at our country and its place in the world. 
American leaders should realize that the best hope for improved Chinese-
American relations resides with these Chinese people. 

Nevertheless, as long as the Chinese government pretends to be the defender 
of the people against the United States and persists in its negative 
propaganda, Chinese-American relations will have a long way to go. 

Murong Xuecun is a writer whose latest novel to be published in English is 
“Dancing Through Red Dust.” This article was translated by The New York 
Times from the Chinese. 

 

Sample Summary and Analysis 

Murong Xuecun, A Land China Loves and Hates, NY Times, October 13, 2015 

Summary: Many Chinese have a schizophrenic love-hate view of the U.S. On the one hand they 
see the U.S. as a dominating bully who still wishes to break up and humble China. This view has 
been encouraged by years and years of Chinese government propaganda. On the other hand, 
the Chinese are fascinated with American culture, technology, and products and see positions 
in U.S. colleges as extremely desirable. Even the current president of China, Xi Jinping, enrolled 
his daughter at Harvard in 2010 rather than at a Chinese university.  

Analysis: The modern Chinese clearly resent American hegemony— the spread of cultural, 
economic, and political institutions. Historically, China also saw itself as a hegemonic power—
represented by the term Zhongguo, or “Middle Kingdom.” Resentment of the spread of 
American institutions has only grown as China has re-emerged as a world power. In addition, 
the Chinese government has purposely scapegoated the US in an attempt to protect its own 
authority by portraying the government as the “defender of the people.” Authoritarian regimes 
usually need an enemy to scapegoat to divert their own citizens’ attention from the fact that 
they lack basic freedoms. 
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